Swan Lake to host
- outdoor preschool
Fdward Hil - '
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" Thé Swan Lake Natiire sanctuary is no
stranger to ydung kids ambling among the
critters and greenery at home in the urban

‘wetland.
cBut Come September the lake and its
traﬂs will be the daily outdoor classroom

Cfor kids ‘three to five years old, as Saanich

i -Zaunches its first nature preschool program.
. -"Last Septerriber, the Sooke School Dis-
¢ frict was the first in Greater Victoria to offer
natire kindergarten, which immersed kids

in a forest as a key component to early
learning.

Saanich is effectively following suit with
preschoclaged kids, under the concept that
as a whole, the next generation of youth
aren’t spending enough time cutside the
urban setting, and often don'’t have ready
access to witd spaces.

“Three- to five-year-olds will get a base of
stewardship for the outdoors and become
comfortable with it, and seek it out,” said
Chris Filler, a recreation programmer orga-
nizing Saanich’s nature preschool. “These
kids are the next generation of stewards. If
they don’t know or understand the natural
world, where will we be?”

Filler belonged to the advisory group
that helped launch nature K out of Sangster

ature” education

elementary in Colwood and recogmzed the '
benefits in health and well-being by aﬁowmg
kids to explore natural areas. .-
“Theé moment T heard about nature K1 I
thought ‘what do [ neéd to'do’dt Saamch
to make this happen?” be saJd “t's more
unstructiired play, time, inore opportumty
to connect with nahire and usmg parkland
and play spaces for eclucatlon ' 2
The preschoot program at Sw. Lake wﬂl L
have an early learning educator and access
to park naturalists, but the'adults will take™
their cues from the kids <'where they wark
der and which creatres théy fmd w111 be
the bas:s for the day s 1essons !
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pre: _chool program:
tfit for the sanctuary.

K project manager for the Sooke
chool District, said so far their 21

i lﬂndergarten -aged kids are thriving
~. in the forest of Royal Roads Univer-

ris Fitler philto
5 Tla Filler and Noelle Pasta, both 6, check out whats growing atithe

“Swan Lake Nature Sanctuary Swan Lake will host Saanich’s first
: nature preschool program this September.

sity and at the ESqLumalt Lagoon T
For their age, the K kids are show:-

ing high levels of independence and

strong co-operation with each other, . =

11 Europe and it starts’
‘three yéar oids. That ag
new to this.,” ' '
Regzstrahon is open for Saamch’
ridturé préschool program, Call the
‘Gordon Head véc centre at'25[}475~
100 or 250475-7107, =

edzfor@saamchrzews com



